Fractures of the mandible: role of the general dentist.
Mandibular fractures are the second most common facial fracture, the majority being the result of interpersonal violence, road traffic accidents, or sports injuries. Although most of these patients attend a hospital, it is not uncommon for patients with these injuries to present first to the general dentist, perhaps complaining of a loose tooth or abnormal bite. A careful history should be taken from the patient in order to identify the possibility of other injuries. Mandibular fractures are rarely life-threatening, although airway difficulties can arise. A systematic approach to diagnosis is essential if fractures are not to be missed, including radiological assessment in two planes at right angles. The initial treatment consists of airway management, control of fracture segments, and pharmacologic management. Most fractures have been traditionally managed by the use of intermaxillary fixation; however, increasing use is being made of open reduction and internal fixation techniques. Occasionally, general dentists are involved in the post-operative care of the patient following definitive management.